R. JAY TAYLOR, JR., Partner
PRACTICE CONCENTRATION
Mr. Taylor represents motor carriers, forwarders, logistics
companies, and transportation industry associations in
state and federal courts around the country, primarily in
complex litigation and appeals.

PROFILE
Jay Taylor is one of the partners coordinating the efforts
of the Firm's complex litigation group, which has
defended the Firm's transportation clients in hundreds of
class actions, collective actions, and complex multi-party
cases throughout the United States. In addition to
navigating clients through these risky and difficult cases,
which frequently involve state and federal labor and
employment laws, Mr. Taylor and the group help clients
(317) 492-9268
audit their practices to reduce their risk exposure to wage
and hour challenges. Mr. Taylor and his fellow complex
(317) 687-2414
litigation team members regularly share their knowledge
jtaylor@scopelitis.com
and experience as speakers at transportation industry
OFFICE: Indianapolis
events around the country. He also leads the firm's
appellate litigation efforts, and frequently helps trade
associations weigh in as amici curiae, or "friends of the court," with respect to issues important
to the transportation industry. Mr. Taylor previously served as a judicial clerk to the Honorable
Patrick D. Sullivan and the Honorable L. Mark Bailey of the Indiana Court of Appeals.
PRACTICE AREAS
Class Action Defense and Complex Litigation
Litigation and Appellate
EDUCATION
University of Richmond, B.A.
T.C. Williams School of Law at the University of Richmond, J.D.
cum laude
Associate Editor of the University of Richmond Law Review
Member of the McNeill Law Society
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Bar Admissions

Indiana (1996)
Court Admissions

All Indiana state and federal courts
U.S. Supreme Court
U.S. Courts of Appeal for the Seventh, Eighth, Ninth, and Eleventh Circuits
U.S District Court - District of Colorado
PUBLICATIONS
Scopelitis in the News: "Will the U.S. Supreme Court Finally Fix the Ninth Circuit's
Preemption Problem in California Trucking Association v. Bonta?" December 2021.
Transportation Lawyers Association's The Transportation Lawyer Magazine.
Scopelitis Partner Jay Taylor explains how California enacted AB5 to outlaw
owner-operators, how Congress enacted the FAAAA in 1994 to preempt exactly this kind
of anti-competitive state regulation, and how the Ninth Circuit's impossibly high bar to
preemption frustrates the purpose of the FAAAA and flouts the Supreme Court's
precedent on the subject.
Transportation Brief: FAAAA/AB5 U.S. Supreme Court Developments
The U.S. Supreme Court is currently considering whether to review two major Ninth
Circuit preemption cases with significant implications for the transportation industry. In
California Trucking Ass’n v. Bonta, a federal district court in California issued an
injunction barring enforcement of AB5, California’s statutory ABC employment
classification test that effectively extends coverage of California’s wage and hour laws to
owner-operators working in the state. The Supreme Court is also considering whether to
review the Ninth Circuit’s decision in C.H. Robinson v. Miller. In that case, a federal
district court held that the FAAAA preempted a plaintiff’s claim that a freight broker
negligently selected an unsafe motor carrier. Read the latest regarding these two
potentially pivotal cases.
Scopelitis in the News: "A Standing Invitation: Zappos Suggests Post-Dismissal Challenges to
the Problem of the Uninjured Data Breach Class Member." May 21, 2018. American Bar
Association's ABA Journal.
Scopelitis Partner Jay Taylor on an indication that the Ninth Circuit will not allow the
claims of unharmed class members to proceed to a class-wide trial.
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